
CAREER CONNECTED LEARNING FRAMEWORK  

career exploration     LEARNING FOR WORK

career preparation
LEARNING THROUGH WORK

Career Exploration experiences provide youth with short term direct interaction 
with professionals and offer opportunities to explore career options in a way 
that contributes to motivation for learning and informs students’ decisions about 
further career related experiences. 

ACTIVITIES MIGHT 
INCLUDE:

Career Preparation experiences include extended direct interaction 
with professionals from industry and the community. These 
experiences are designed to provide supervised practical 
application of skills and knowledge and often occur within Career 
and Technical Education (CTE). 

ACTIVITIES MIGHT INCLUDE:

Career Training experiences prepare 
youth for employment in a specific range of 

occupations. Career Training experiences 
often occur after high school. 

ACTIVITIES MIGHT INCLUDE: 

Career Awareness experiences are those that help 
youth build awareness of the variety of careers 
available. These activities are normally defined 
as one-time interactions with business/industry 
partners. 

ACTIVITIES MIGHT  
INCLUDE:
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training & 
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LEARNING IN WORK
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Career Connected Learning is a 
continuum of awareness, exploration, 
preparation, and work experiences 
developed through strong public and 
private partnerships. Participants 
develop, apply, and are assessed 
on academic, technical, trade, and 
entrepreneurial skills that support 
their future career success.

Adapted from ConnectED Studios:
www.connectedstudios.org/url-zvlwjKfwKlRqX3P7h-
1fUaLqZX4Ww5GZSbdZZEQI


