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Speakers

Representative Angela Romero-House Minority 
Leader,Utah State House of Representatives

Senator Luz Escamilla-Senate Minority Leader,Utah State 
Senate

Ben Trentelman-Executive Director, Utah Afterschool 
Network

Angie Toone-School Age Child Care Specialist, Utah 
Afterschool Network

Anna Thomas-Policy Director, Voices for Utah Children

Chris Neitzey-Director of State Policy, Afterschool Alliance



Afterschool State Funding Overview:



Despite increasing demand, availability is slipping.



Kid-Related Legislation during 2025 Session
● Slashing future funding (aka income tax cut)

○ HB106 = Kids lose out on another $216 mil/yr 
○ Since 2018 = more than $1 BILLION

● School vouchers 
○ May just be a funding request

● Attacks on immigrant kids
○ Multiple anti-immigrant bills announced 
○ Rolling back health care access (State CHIP)

● Removing safety guardrails that protect kids
○ Childcare (and homeschool)

https://utahnewsdispatch.com/2025/01/06/utah-crime-immigration-public-safety-bills-2025-legislative-session/


Kid-Related Legislation during 2025 Session

● Improving, investing in childcare 
○ Childcare subsidies for childcare workers
○ Return to responsible oversight
○ “Public-private partnership” using state buildings
○ Business tax credit

● Expanding state preschool grant program
● Child Tax Credit expansion 
● Preserving Native families, cultural ties
● More funding for proactive Youth Services programs



Legislative System and Budget Overview

Senator Luz Escamilla 
Senate Minority Leader

Representative Angela Romero
House Minority Leader



Kid-related legislation we expect in 2025

Chris



















Navigating the Legislative Website
https://le.utah.gov/
● Track Bills
● Find legislators and committees

https://le.utah.gov/


Following the Process: Bills, Hearings and Action



Engaging with Lawmakers

To lawmakers, we are the experts
● They count on us to share our experiences and knowledge.

Unfortunately, lawmakers stay busy
● If they are unable to meet with you, their staff are eager to listen.

Lawmakers love hearing from their constituents
● Start with the folks representing your district. If you know lawmakers in 

other districts, ask them to connect you to your representatives.
Reach out in a variety of ways
● Write, call, text, email, send a carrier pigeon. Visit the capitol or your 

lawmakers or visit their local offices.



Year-Round Advocacy

● Even if bills aren’t up for your cause, make 
introductions and educate

● Follow up after the legislative session
● Program and site visits
● Op-Eds and Letters to the Editor
● Social Media Campaigns
● Encourage members of congress to join the 

Afterschool Caucus
● Reach out to municipal leaders
● Participate in national advocacy events
● Join a Regional Network
● Ask the UAN team to join you!



Empowering and Motivating Afterschool Champions
● Parents and kids are our greatest champions!

○ How does afterschool impact their ability to work and spend time 
with their kids?

○ What are impacts for families when kids are on waiting lists or 
programs aren’t available in their area?

○ What are stories about how afterschool has directly impacted them?
● How do programs impact schools and the community?

○ Engage with schools to talk about increased academic support, 
behavioral changes, etc.

○ Encourage other community members to speak up for afterschool 
such as businesses, city council members, etc. 

● Give them specific resources and give them a specific task. 
○ “I’m glad you love our program, please call your legislator and tell 

them.” 
○ Please tag your legislator in your social media post about our 

program.



Advocacy Resources

UAN Advocacy Resources | Utahafterschool.org/advocacy

The Afterschool Alliance | Afterschoolalliance.org

National League of Cities | NLC.org

National Institute on Out-of-School Time | NOIST.org

Voices for Utah Children | Utahchildren.org

Care for Kids | Utahcareforkids.org

UAN Advocacy 
Tools



Next Steps:

1. Register for Afterschool Day on the Hill | Feb 12, 3:30-5:30
2. Join the UAN Advocacy Committee
3. Reach out to your legislators and invite them
4. Identify at least one parent from your program and ask them to reach out to 

their legislators to talk about how afterschool impacts their family
5. Have your kids send a valentine to your legislators talking about afterschool 

and inviting them to Afterschool Day on the Hill
6. Take pictures with your legislators and tag them on social media, thanking 

them for support
7. Follow up with an invite to your program, remember to invite UAN!



Contact Us:

Utahafterschool.org

Ben Trentelman | Executive Director

● Bent@utahafterschool.org

Angie Toone | School-Age Child Care Specialist | Advocacy Chair

● Angiet@utahafterschool.org

Register for our newsletter and follow us on social media

http://utahafterschool.org
mailto:Bent@utahafterschool.org
mailto:Angiet@utahafterschool.org

